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SIR, 
6s I. W were it for this poor diſtractedNatior, 


were there leſs ground, than there is, for 

your Opinion, that it is not the particu- 

lar Caſe of your Friend only, but of a 
great many (otherwiſe ) Worthy and Eminent Perſons, 
to be miſ-led, and intoxicated,by the plauſible pretence 
of a Free Eſtate, into a paſhonate Fondneſs, and Admi- 
ration of a Popular Government : never diſtinguiſhing 
betwixt the Form and Eſſence of a Commonwealth ; the 
miſtake whereof (each for the other) has prov'd fo fa- 
tal in this Age; nor calling to mind that it was the 
misfortune of thoſe that ſarfeited of our. Kingly Re- 
-ginrent, and gap'd as impatiently after Novelty as any 


-now adayes can do; to-lofe the ſubſtance. of Liberty 


and- Happineſs, in perſute of the Shadow. Nay, too too 
B many, 
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many, I fear me, there are, that ſacrificing all conſide- 
rations of Conſcience and Religion to their Mammon, 
Intereſt, do labour with all the Vigour and Artifice 
imaginable to create in the Mylt:zude a loathing of their 
. preſent Manna, and a freſh longing for their late AEgy- 
ptian Leeks and Garlick, So that you are not to look 
upon my Endeavours to ct things aright, as to this 
Point, to be the pure effefts of my Compliance with 
your Deſires forthe ſatisfaction of your Friend, but ra- 
ther of a preſſing and indiſpenſable Duty. 


NEITHER your Friend, nor any other Republican 
will, I preſume, maintain that a Free Eſtate (as they 
call it) is ſubje& to no Violations; becauſe wotul Ex- 
perience will confute, and force them to confeſs either 
that a Commonwealth may Degenerate ; or, at leaſt, that 
the ſo much cry'd up Model of the Late Times was no 
Commonwealth : And they muſt not only renounce their 
Senſes, but even the Faith of Story alſo 3 which ſuffici- 

ently proves that Republiques have been ſometimes in- 
 vaded with Uſurpations ; ſometimes debauch'd and em- 
bas'd with Oligarchy 5 moſtly (by reaſon of their Weak- 
neſs and Diviſions ) fudid or compell'd to truckle un- 
der their Neighbouring Princes ; but alwayes tormented 
with FaGion and Convulſions. Nor, in truth, has that 
Party as yet been able to produce any Arguments but 
ſuch as, in effe&t, beg the £ueſtion ; by prefuppoling 
great Unity in the Coalition, great Probity 1n the Inten- 
tion, and great Purity inthe Exerciſe ; which being ad- 
mitted, doubtleſs weſ{hould ſo little need to differabout 
Forms, that perhaps we ſhould ſcarce need any Govern- 
ment at all, Now for my Ows part (on the other fide) 
I abhor Bloodfhed, and deem ane Party in all Wars guil- 
ty of Myarther ; a Crime'which-as it cryes High for Ven- 
geance, {© ought it to cry Lowd for Unity and Modera- 
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tion; into which bleſſed Path may This ballance us, 
that we be not again Balotted into a Field of Blood : 1 
plead for Liberty ; not the Name, but the Thing; and 
deſign not to atlert Tyranny, but Kingſhip 3 (asit relates 
to the Laws of the Land) to whoſe proteftion I am en- 
titled by my Birth, for the preſervation of my Freedom 
in Perſon and Eſtate ; and That with more aſſurance, 
then poſſibly can be fecur'd under the Gozernment of 
Mazy ; who (cruple not commonly to term that Juſtice 
(and without Remedy too) which 1s down right FaGion. 
So that with theſe thoughts about me FT ſhall readily 
acknowledge (you may imagine) that even Monarchy 
It ſelf is but as Earthen Ware, (tho' of the Fineſt and 
Strongeſt Sort) and liable to ſundry Contingences 3, 10+ 
thing under the Heavens being compleatly Perfe®. And in 
the Conſtitution of Governments, 'tischildiſh to think 
upon erefting Babel: againſt the Deluge 5 but tne De- 
ſign muſt be, to embark againſt Floods, and encloſe the 
beſt that may be againſt Treſpaſſors. This being pre- 
miſed, I ſhall proceed to handle the Matter in > > aun 
not Metaphyſically, in Notions abſtracted from their Sub- 
jeFs (a Paſtime which our Platoniques much delight in) 
but Morally, and Reaſonably ; and enforce ſuch Argu- 
ments only as are plain, ſenſible, and appropriate to our 
own Countrey ; leaving the Noetional to our Book-men, 
whoſe Volumes, calculated for all Climates , (well big 
againſt the Evils of the Ryle of MAN Y, or Demo- 


cracy. 


S 2. I SHALL not here preſume to inſiſt upon 
ſuch other Inſuperable Difficulties, (of a quality too High 
for a private perſon to meddle with) as muſt neceſffart- 
ly obviate the eſtabliſhing ofa popular Phatformamonglt 
us ; But lay before you in the Firſt place. the preſent: 
State of the Nation, fo far forth only as may carry any 

B 2 im- 
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immediate Relation to the Subjed. ; and then apply the 
Premiſes to the Point in hand. . This 1/and, now, 1s a 
large Continent, abundantly. populous; and govern'd 
(I may ſay) by the Subordinate Influence of the Nobzlity 
and Gertry 3 who live plentifully, and at eaſe upon 
their Rents, extracted from the Toyle of their Tenants 
and Servants ; and every one of them Acts the Prince 
within the Bounds of his own Eſtate, where he is pure- 
ly Abſolute 3 his Servants and Labonrers are in the Na- 
ture of his Vaſſals, his Tenants indeed are Free, but yet 
in the Nature of SubjeFs; whom he orders in his 
Courts, draws Supplyes from by his Fines, and Awes 
by his Power and Oaths of Fealty, to infinite Submiſſi- 
ons. The more his Marnors are, and the more indul- 
gently he behaves himfelf (like a good Prixce ) the lar- 
ger is his Territory, and the more awful are his Com- 
mands, A Neighbour more Rich and Potent gives 
Cheque to his | tara we; wank, and brings his 
Petty-Princeſhip into awe; He again being overaw'd 
by one that is greater and more powerful than himſelf 
in Eſtate and Friends. But none of theſe, with reſpect 
to his 2xality and Eſtate, will admit a Parity with his 
Inferiour Neighbours, much leſs with his Tenant or De- 
pendent. 


INT O' the Rank of Geytry do our Officers, Citi- 
Zens, and Burghers aſpire to be enroll'd : So that no 
ſooner by Arms, Office, or Trade do they acquire a 
competent Stock, but forthwith for Lend it is diſpos'd; 
and then, diſowning the Title of Souldiers, Citizens, 
or Burghers, they 'take to themſelves the Degree and 
Name of Gentlemen, with Arms not improper ; for 
England within it felf, has been. fo. often ſhuftled om 
Fiigh to Low, that there is ſcarce any Artificer but may 
find his Name in the Feralds-Book,, tho' not his Pede- 
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gree, which Ingenuity yet and Good Il may eaſily ſup- 
ply : And thus being Equipt with a Tile and Eſtate, 
they ſet up ſuitably the Dominion within their Territo- 
ries which none can diſpute, becauſe they have no 
right to intermeddle with what any man kas or does 
within himſelf : For by Gentry I intend not only ſuch 
as are ſo in Blood, but fo in $xelity allo ; ſuch as live 
eaſily, and like Princes, upon the Labours of their De- 
pendents, 


OUT of This Order are conſtituted our Sheriffs, 
Juſtices of the Peace, and all that execute the Autho- 
rity of a Judge ; by the influence of which Powers, 
they ſo order all EleFions to Parliament, or otherwiſe , 
that the whole Conntreys Commonly follow their re- 
ſpetive FaGions, and the Commonalty in their Votes are 
menag'd by Them, as a Horſe by his Rider. So that as 
the Agrarian or Intereſt of Land, is principally in theſe 
Two Ranks ;, So is the Conlequence thereof, Dominie 
on and Command ; which emboldens them to ſuch a 
Height of Spirit (natural to our Nobility and Gentry) 
that they are too apt to undervalue Perſons of Infert- 
our Quality, [ Burgeſſes and Mechaniques,] with whom 
to Inter-marry by our Old Law it was a Diſparagement 
for a Ward ; and this Spirit of Generoſity cannot be ſup- 
preſt, ſo riveted is it in their Natures, but by the Era- 
dication of their Perſons, or at lealt their 2walities ; to 
which ſtrange effe&t I have heard ſome Grandees vent a 
Senſe. ,. WE | 


A ND. indeed the eſtabliſhing of a Free Eſtate (fo 
call'd) were otherwiſe Deſperate and Iapradicable ; and 
therefore it was the Courſe that the prevailing Mecha- 
niques,. among the Swiſſes, were. foxc'd. $0, takes, ou 

clſe. 
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f[fe ſhall we be levell'd to a Parity, which is of the ve» . 
ry Eſſence of a Commonwealth £ For as Titles and Ho- 
r0nrs are incident to King ſhip; fo alſo are Equality in 
Place, Degree, and Birth, to Democracy ; unlefs where, 
in caſc of (ice, for the Time only they are entitled to 
a Precedercy. Reduced you mult be, Sir, to the Con- 
dition of the /'#lgar 5 Commoners already are you in 
Title, which yet is but a Fallacy of the Name, and dc- 
ludes our Statiſts; for indeed you are fo only Repre-. 
ſentatively, being rather the Tribunes and Leaders of the 
Peoples ſtrength, and the Governours of their purſe, then 
purely Commons. Neither yet will the bare obtaining 
of ſuch a Parity be fufficient to do your Friends Buft- 
neſs ; unlefs there be a Syprewe Power eſtabliſh'd in 
ſome Bagy Corporate, Compacted and Permanent ; ſuch 
as 1s That of London, where the Grandure of That City 
(but that it is never to be debauch'd into ſuch a Degree 
of Diſtozalty and Fanaticiſm) might pofhibly erect it 
Self into a Free-State, (could it once overcome all op- 
poſite Intereſts) and by that great Magazine of Trea- 
ſure and Men, there embody'd, give Law to the whole 
People ſcatter'd as they are 1n a large Continent : Having, 
Firft, reduc'd ſome meet Cities, Forts, and Caſtles, which 
being Garrifon'd from the Head-Colony would aw the 
Conntreys, and mould them into a YVaſſalage competent 
to make up a Free-Eſtate. But then our Nobility and 
Gentry would neither have the Henoxr of the —_ 
nor Benefit of the Thing : 'Twill be inſtiled the Comr- 
monwealth of London, not of England ; And our Pay 
mult be as They Impoſe, and. our Liberty as They vouch- 
ſafe it 3 only in This it will be the leſs agreeable, that 
we muſt be S»bje to our Inferionrs. 


NOR is This Diſcourſe to be look't upon as meer 
\ f Drol- 


EE 

Drollery ; for from This Embrio have iſflued thoſe Com- 
monwealths which are fo fam'd in Notions; as thoſe of 
Rome, Carthage, Athens, Lacedemon, Corinth, Thebes, Sc. 
Great Cities of That Name, which having ſubdu'd their 
adjacent Territories, denominated rhe Dominion ; where- 
in only thoſe of the Freedom (Citizens and Denyizens) 
had Vote or Power; the Nobles and Gentlemen bein 

purely Tributary to the Chief City; unleſs they —_—_ 
planted themſelves, renounc'd their Cities, and ſo, by 
degrees advanc'd into the Honour of a Burgeſs, as 
we now do exerciſe our Junior Iflue. And little dit- 
ferent are at this day the celebrated Conmmonwealths 
of Venice, the United Provinces, the Swiſſes 3 not to 
inſtance in thoſe Petty States of Genoua, Raguſa, Ge- 
neva, &c. all of them moſtly denominated from thoſe 
Principal Cities, which give the Law to the adja- 
cent Provinces, Thoſe indeed of the Hollanders and 
Switzers, tho' they derive not, ſo dire&ly, their Title 
from One City, yet are they ( in Subſtaxce ) of the 
fame Compoſure, being only an United Body of Cor- 
porated Cities, combin'd in One, for Mutual Defence 
againſt Invaders, but of an equal Power to impoſe 
upon the Adjacent Territories, (cituate under the aw 
of each reſpective City, or Town-Garriſon. It falls 
not -within my Memory, that there ever was, or at 
This Day is, a Free-Eſtate in the whole World 
that's managd by the Gertry Inhabiting at large , 
or by any People not combin'd within: the Juriſ- 
diFion of their Walls; except the Griſons 3 who are 
a ſcatter'd People of a mean £-ality , having Jong 
ſince diſown'd their Geztry 3 and are without Wal- 
led ' Towns or Garriſon. *Tis a ſmall Territory, poſ- 
fibly of extent to an- Inland . Conntry 5 upon Emer- 


gences, the whole People at a ſet day , meet in the 
Oper 
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Open Ayre, where the Major Vote (as with you Knights 
of the Shire) cryes up the. Magiſtrates, and Deter- 
mines IWWarre, © Their Confuſions makes them eaſfie 
for Conqueit, were their Country worth it, and not 
ſecur'd by the United Cantons. 


NOW to apply the Premiſſes ; can your Friend, 
or any other Man of the ſame Stamp imagine, that 
our Nobility and Gentry (as now in Power) will 
ever be induc'd to admit a Parity; will level their 
Degree and Domination to a Proportion with their 
Copy-holders? Nay, will renounce the wearing of a 
Sword, and learn to make one? Will ſubmit to be- 
come Tributary to the Neigkbour-Colony £ It this can 
be brought about z then perhaps (and not till then) 
may we again hope to aſpire from our preſent Glo- 
rious State of King-ſhip, to a Free-ſtate in Clown-ſhip 
or at Ica(t, from the Free-giving of Subſudies, to rhe 
Majeſty of a Scepter 5 to the Forced-payment of Ex- 
ciſe to-the High and Mighty Burgher ; ſuch as was 
that High and Mighty Butch:y, who, not many years 
ago was commitfioned by the Swiſſes , as one of the 
Chiefs to be God-Father' to. the French Kings Son, 
As Plato phanſf'd his Community, and Sir Thomas Moor 
his Utopia; ſo aretheſe people bigg with hopes of a Re- 
lation; thereby to reaſſume' their Idoliz'd Model of a 
Commonwealth, oat of the ſcatter'd Gentry, in the na- 
ture.' of''a © Houſe of Commons. But . if nothing but 
New Experiments will ſerve their Turn, I could 
wiſh they ' would find other Subjects to try Conclu- 
ſions upon, than the Eſtates, Lives, nay, the very Souls 
of Chriſtians. You' well remember Eme ſure, Sir, that 
we once ran the Loſs of Thoſe, and 'the —_— 
wh Theſe 
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Theſe, apon the hopes of a Chimera in the Brains of ſome: 
The word Liberty deluded us into Patience, and Patience 
from 1648. to 1660. brought forth not leſs Payments, but 
more Servitude. And let them not hope to bring Coun- 
tenance to their Cauſe, by alledging (as they did before) 
that they could never be permitted to folter up their 
Babe tofull perfeCtion ; for that they will ever be oppoſed 
by all Wiſe and Loyal men, who having once experimented 
the Evils of ſuch a State, will be as vigilant and indu- 
ſtrious to keep it from getting footing among us again, 
as thoſe that are otherwiſe, can be to bring it on. Beſide 
that, you cannot have forgot, Sir, that from 1648 to 
165 3- they had it from the Nurſe, and (had they ſtuck 
to their Pretences) might probably 1 five years tune 
have ſet it upon its Feet ; but they tound the ſweet (poor 
Wretches) of ingroſling Power to themſelves: But then 
it could never have been of any long Continuance, as ma- 
nifeſtly appear'd from the great ſcorn and bitterneſs that 
the Supporters of it were reproach'd with, when it was 4 
folyd; there was not ſo much as one Bloudy Noſe 1n the 
 defenceof that High and Mighty State ; but all the per- 
ſons were held'in the- utmoſt Craven of deteſtation, as they 
moſt juſtly deſerved. And though theſe Rumpers, *tis 
true, came twice into play, yet were they only made uſe 
of to ſerve a Turn, as being fit tobe made a Property ; for 
it was preſently ſeen that it was not the deſire of their 
Rule, but of a further change, that inſpirited the "_ A- 
= the Army; and the Rump (as being next at hand) 
ad no ſooner mounted the empty Saddle, but (before they 
were warm in their:Seat)- they were again Znhors'd a. 
a Publick Leave, as appeard by the Bonefires (upon That 
Occaſion) that might have lighted: them to the Lands: 
end, if they had dar'd tobeſeen among them. Sor that 
it is plain from what has been faid, that it is not. the /ex/2 
or {ntereſt of a Few, that can long fway a Nation; \for 
C if 
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if the publick Spirit be averſe, at the Jong run it will pre- 
vail ; the more Diſpute there is with that ſpirit, the 
more embitter'd it will be found: For, whatever ſuch 
Enthufiaſts may dream, ever: when the Multitude have 
the Power,the Command yet reſts ina Few : The moſt ative 
Spirits lead the Herd, and ingroſs the Place, the Proftr, 
and the Sway : This, in generous minds, begets Diſdain, 
and that, Fattion; for when all are equa/, thouſands 
think themſelves as. deſerving, of Rule, as thoſe that car- 
ry it ; to ſatisfie a// it is impollible, to pleaſe few diſpleaſes 

e Moſt; the Tranſactions of that Party from 1648. to 
1660. have made this as /eufible, as they made themſelves 
contemptible.. In a word, the Nobility and Gentry of Eng- 
land have Spirits pare, naturally juſt and generous, like 
Fire aſpiring, as a Pyramide, from /ow- to high ; and ne- 
ver reſting till it contraQts it ſelf intoan Zn:ty at = So 
God is Onz, or he were not God, nor could he Rule the 
World ; and if yoyr Friend. likes not his Prefident, but 
ſtill continues to delight in the Rule of Many, let him be- 
gina Patternin his own Family, and he may there, potli- 
bly, have enough todo. 


''6.3], NOW my hand's1n, T ſhall venture toſet one 
ſtep turther, and refreſh your ' memory with a Yiew of 
our Condition 'whilft this Free-State kept above-Water, the 
Paſt being the moſt certain'Line to dire us in our Conje- 
tures upon Futarities. We 'were never free (you may 
remember) from the Apprehenſions of an* Z»furrettion at 
Home, or an [roafon from Abroad, andliydim continual 
jelonſie, even of onr very” next” Neighbours: ' Theſe Fears 
obliged us 'to maintain a confiderable' Force at Land and 
Sea, which, lying: 7d/e, corrupted, as, fanding-Water,in 
a Pool, andevery mornent threaten'd freſh Combuſtzans as 
they were blown up this way or that way by their new 
Maſters; but at the beſt(tke'our old Lord-Dianes)they were 

molt 
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molt inſupportably burthenſome and odious to: the Coun- 
try, by their Quartering; and to keep them as much in 
attion as poliibly.we could, we. weretaineither to be per- 
petually amuling them with pretended Diſcoveries of 
ſome new-feigned Plot or other, or elſe to engage them in 
Forreign Wars. | For the ſupport of this. Atmy (now) we 
were compelled to daily Contributions, belides great and 
innumerable Cy/toms that, were. exacted, together. with 
the Exciſe, (a Brat begotten in. the Low-Countrees, with 
their State, which makes them free indeed, but then it is 
in Parſe, not in Priviledge) a Tribute which no King of 
Enz/land durit demand, betore they enforced us to pay it ; 
which beingever before. lookid\upan. as. Poyſon; we then 
took as Phyjick ; though in that Age, it was generally be- 
liev'd that no Eg/i/h-man would ever fallow it; and 
for the bare but neceſſary Mention whereof, in the Houſe 

Commons, that Grand Patriote. (as they call'd him) 
Mr. Pym.was by a. young Spirit (not without great Ap- 
plauſe) call'd to the Bar ; add hereunto the Benevolences, 
Sequeſtrations, fre and twentyth parts, a Tax of fifty Sub- 
fedies at once, (_ the late King ſuffer'd ſo muchb 
the demand of twelve only) Fines and Compoſitions, : 
of Kings, Biſhops; Deans and: Chapters, and Delinguents 
Lands, the two parts of Papiſts ſtates, nay 4a ſhare of 
our veryCharities to the diftreſſed;over and above thecon- 
ſtant Contributions that were levy'd. How was all this 
devour'd by the 4rmy, whoſe Belly indeed was bottom- 
leſs-* and yet what Arrears did we, owe them jult before 
the King's Return 2 three! Millions at leaſt !. Reform the 
Army wedurlt not,, and-our conjlagt charge could not be 
leſs than two. Millions yearly, to ſupply it; In a word, 
we never, uſed: tobe 1n,a worſe ps Fan than when 
noge would;Rebel, . kecauſe, when the People were quiet 
we had no. Laxds,gither, to /eque/ter or to ſel}, Our 
Trade fell to nothing, our 7rafeque was interrupted, ” 
| GC 2 Go! 
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Gold walk'd _ Sea more freely than in our ows Coun- 
try; and we loft no leſs than 2000 Sail of Ships in two 
or three years time : There was no ſettlement, but we 
were every day dancing after a new Whiſtle; ten Models, 
we had in Propoſal at one time, and every Faftion ready 
with Blosd to aver his own way to be the beſt. By our 
known Laws we could not be unprifon'd, but by a Re- 
gular proceeding in a Courſe of Fuſtice; but under our 
free Eſtate (on the other ſide) upon the moſt flight ſug- 
geſtions of a _ Neighbour 1n Authority, we were 
preſently ſeiz'd by the Serjeant at Arms, with his exor- 
bitant Fees?! no Bail, no Habeas Corpus, no regular way 
of Juſtice to do us right! but, after a Twehvemonths ſtay 
in Goal, if we could make good Friends, and humble our 
ſelves to our potent Adverſary, we might *pollibly be dif- 
charg'd ; but without amends, or knowing of our Crime. 
Loe thus, while we cajol'd our ſelves with the Name of 
Freedom, we loſt the thing, and became free, only to be 
made the moſt deſpicable of S/aves. 


BY 2his, Sir, you ſee that the Queſt;on might be decided 
in a few words, only by alledging the Zc/ination of the 
People to Monarchy, as it is now eſtabliſhed: For as no 
man can well be wrong'd with his conſent, ſo neither is a- 
ny man tobe oblig'd againſt his wi And indeed how 
ſhould a Government, founded upon inequality and force, 
ever ſubſiſt without it > Or a State that muſt neceffarily 
be the meer Adjefive of an Army, become a Subſtantive? 
With as much Reaſon might I alſo objeX' matter of 77z/e, 
becauſe the ſame Eſtate, witha- flaw in the conveyance, or 
clogg'd with Sratutes and Judgments , 1s not ſurely of 
like value.as if it had beendeſcended clearly from the great 
Grandfather, and were free from Claims and: Incumbriy: 
ces. But it ſhall be the next part of my Buſineſs to ſhew 
that the preſent eftabliſf'd Government (as it excellently 
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complies with the Laws, Genins, and Intereſt of this Na- 
tion,lo it) comprehends all the Benefits of a Common-wealth 
in great perfection; and this I ſhall do as briefly as I can, 


T O demonſtrate how it complies with our Laws and 
Conſtitutions, let it ſuffice, That (Monarchy, in theſe Na- 
tions, being more ancient than Story or Records more 
venerable bo Tradition it ſelf) our Laws were born (as 
1t were) under this C/imate, habituated to this Diet and 
Air, grafted into this Stock ; and though we have (thanks 
be to God) forgotten our Norman, yet will it be very 
hard for us to learn Greek, much leſs 7topian; that in the 
late 2/urper's time, our Lawyers, with one Voice, impor- 
tun'd him rather to aſſumethe Szy/e and Power of a King, 


. towhich they found all our Laws were ſhaped, than re- 


tain that of a Prozettor, unknown to the Law : That no- 
thing render'd the late Archites of a Common-wealth more 
obnoxious, than that (notwithſtanding their infinite Df 
cords, in other things) they generally agreed in 
the weceſ/ity of ſubverting all our Fandameutal Laws, 1n 
order to their Deſign; which Conſideration (we are in 
Charity to believe) obliged the ſober men of all Parties, 
the true Patriotes, (nay and even the chiefeſt Pillars of 
the Parliaments-Cauſe too) to unite themſelves with the 
Royal Intereſt ; as not enduring to hear of thoſe violent 


- and dangerous Alterations which they plainly ſaw a Re- 


publick mult neceſſarily introduce.. 


FOR its complyince with our Genius,cxamine we (in 
the firſt place) the various Revolutions that have happened 
to this land; Brittains, Romans, Saxons, Panes and 
Normans; or (more nearly) the changes in their .Deſcents 
from the dirett Line to the Collateral; or (yet nearer) the 
times of Tnſurreftion and depoſing Kings, Edward and 


Richard, (both the Seconds of the name) and we m__ find 
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King-ſhip1till in faſhion. Nay, that of King Foby is more 
| notorious, for when the People had in a ſort dethrowdhim, 

% and ſworn Allegzarce to Lewis of France, yet when John 
N dy'd; the fame People not only Expelled the Foreigner, but 
having got the. Power ,into their own hands, they Crowned 
Kin Os Son, 'beihg then an Ifant without Tutereft or 
Adherents: Nor will all our C hronicles afford us one ſin- 
gle Ty/tance of any Deſign. or Endeavogr to ered 4 Free 
72 ate, (before the late unnatural times furniſh'd the Pre- 
Han no not when Wat Tyler, or Jack Straw revell'd it 
with their Clowns. Nor yet is this Genzus ever- to be 
Shang d, for Reflett we (in the ſecond place) that as our 
Pgliſh Nature is not like the French, ſupple to Oppreſſion, 
and apt to delight in that. Pomp and Magnificence of their 
Lords, which (they know) is ſupported with their S/ave: 
ry and Zunger ; Nor like the Hghland Scots, where the 
Honour and Intereſt of the Chief 1s the Glory. of the whole 
Clan: So doth it as little (or leſs) agree with the Dutch 
humour, addicted only to Trafick, Navigation, ZTandi- 
crafts, and ſordid. Thrift, and (in defiance of Heraldry) 
every man phanſying his own Scutcheon. For does not 
every one amongſt us, that has the name of a Gentleman, 
labour his utmolit touphold it z Every one that has xo?, to 
raiſe one? To this. end, do not our very Teomen com- 
monly leave their Zands to the E/deſt Son, and to the o- 
ther nothing but a Fail, or a Plow 2 Did not every one 
(in the daysof our late bleſſed Martyr) pinch himſelf in 
his Condition, to purchaſe a X»ight-hood or ſmall Patent 2 
What need further proof 2_ You cannot/but remember, Sir, 
how that bare g/impſe and /hadow of Monarchy-under Crom-. | 
wel, and his Son Dick, '(though perſons evea at. that yery 
time hated: and ſcorn, and that too upon amoſt impious 
and ſcandalous account)was, for meer. reſemblance-ſgke ad- 
mitted as:oleradle ind(in reſpect of aC nes ea DFearreg 

| whi 


_ OF. 
which clearly evinces, how grateful the ſubſtance muſt 
needs be to all true Engliſh Sprrits. 


AS to our vtereft, briefly,(to wave tedious and Politick 
Diſcourſes) there is no man, but with half an Eye may 
foreſee that a Res (were there any pollibility of ſet- 
ling one) would deſtroy all our preſent Peace, and Feli- 
city, ruinate our Trade and Trafick, involveus in a Field 
ot Blood, alarm all our Neighbours, make our beſt Allies 
our bittereſt Exemzes; and probably draw upon us the 
anited force of Chriſtendom, to cruſh the Embryo ; which 
would be the utter deftruttion and exſlaving of this moſt 
free and proſperous Natios, (could it but once be capable 
of a due ſenſe of its own Felicity) to the Tyrannical Dam- 
nation of a Foreigner. Beſide, (at beſt) by what 7itle 
can we pretend to hold Scotland and Treland, ſhould that 
of ' Deſcent be avoided ; for Conſent there is none, nor can 


any be expected. 


$. 5. BUT Icomenow dire&ly to afſert, That the 
Preſent Government eminently includes all the Perfeions 
of a Free-Eftate, and is the Kernel (as it were) of a Com- 
mon-wealth inthe Shell of Monarchy. And, firſt T ſhallbe- 
gin with the Eſſential Parts of a Common-wealth, which 
are three, viz. the Senate ropoſing, the People reſolving, 
the Magiſtrate EXECUTING. or the Senate (or Parliament) it 
ever there were a Freeand Zonourable oneunder the Cope 
of Heaven it's here; where the Deputies of the whole Na- 
tion molt freely chofen, do with like freedom meet, pro- 
pound, debate, and vote all matters of Common Intereſt : 
no Danger eſcapes their repreſenting, no Grievance their 
complaint, no Pub/ick Rizht their claim, or Grod their de- 
mand: In all which, the leaſt breach of - Priviledge is 
branded with Sacri/edge; and though there lyes no Ap- 
peat 
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peal to the diſperſed Body of the people, (a Decifion mani: 
feſtly impracticable in Government, and fitter indeed for 
7ribunes to move, then Nations to admit) yet (Elettions 
being fo nar ty br yonterers frequent) the ſame end is 
attained with much more ſafety and convenience. The 
Prince may likewiſe (in ſome ſenſe) be faid to have only 
an Executive Power, which he exerciſes by Minifters and 
Officers, not only ſworn, but ſeverely accomptable; and 
though both Ze and the Lords have their Negatives in 
_ paſſing of Bills,and though it be the Xing only, that, by his 

Royal Fiat makes our Laws; yet (no 7ax being impoſa- 
ble but by. the conſent of the Commons, nor any Law (with- 
out it) of ſuch va/idity, that the Miniſters of Juſtice dare 
enforce it) therc is a wzſe and ſweet neceſſity for the Xing, and 
likewiſe tor the Lords to paſs all fuch Bills as are conve- 
nient for the Peop/e, and not greatly hurtful to the Prince; 
and thoſe that duly weigh the Reaſo» of things, do find a 
Negative in the King to be a moit ſafe Preſervative of 
Peace to the People, who have as much comfort under the 
protection of his Prerogative, as they have Benefit by 
their own Priviledges : For in truth, this Bug-bear Ne- 
gative (as our Republicans labour to repreſent 1t) is an 
unpenetrable Target, to ſhelter and ſecure the Go- 
vernment from being alter'd at the WW7// of the Com- 
mons, if at any time they ſhou'd prove Faftious. And 
this (being in reaſov manifeſt ) has alſo been ___ 
firm'd by great Experience; our X#ings having r 
ly obſtructed any Bi/ which they might fafely grant ; 
but on the otherſide, paſs'd many High Aﬀts of mere 
Grace , circumſcribing their Prerogative, and clipping its 
Wings ; nay better hadit been for us, if they had not 
piercdits very Bowels. 


. 


This 
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* TAIS is that Triple-Cord that could never yet be bro- 
ken, tho' it has been Gut aſnnder 5 Tis is our Gold 
ſeven times Refin'd ;, for every Bill beiny Thrice Read, 
Debated, and Agreed in Either Houſe, is at laſt brought 
to the King for his Royal Aſent 5, (which is the Mint 
of our Laws : ) a Tryal (o exatt, that ſurely no Prof 
can eſcape it ; ſince all Tztereſts, muſt thereto concur : 
Cas truly it is but fit they ſhould, in the Eſtabliſhment 
of That which muſt Bind all, ) This is that Tempera- 
ment, which purges our Fumonrs, and (at once) indues 
us with Health, Vigeur,and ZSeanty : no Vote-is Precipi- 
tated 3 no A&F Huddled up; as by ſad F'vents, you ſaw 
they formerly us'd to be, when the Power was engro's'd 
by Ore of the Eſtates, purg'd and moulded to the Jxte- 
reſts of a Fa#ion; a Conſequence but Natural to ſuch 
Premiſes ! Nothing was (There) weigh'd, but (asina 
Balance conliſting of one Scale ) our Laws were Max- 
drakes of a Nights Growth; and our Times as Fickle as 
the Weather of the Multitude. 


THE K7»g indeed has the Power of making War, but 
then he has not the Mearns; fo that it ſignifies little 
more, then a Z berty to F-lyif he ean get Wings; or to 
go Beyond Sea, provided he can waft himſelfover with- 
out Jhipping : He has a Sword, but Himſelf alone can 
never draw it; and the Train'd-Bards ( in whom he. 
has the ſole Right ) are a Weapon which he decently 
wears, - tis true 3 but the Natio only'may (in Efe@ ) 
be ſaid to have the Uſe and Benefit of it. He chuſes 
his Miniſters; ( as who doth not his Servants 2 ) but 
then they paſs through ſuch a Teſt, as none but the 
ſoundeſt Trtegrity can abide; , He can hinder the ſtroke: 
of Tuitice with his Pardox, (tho'ſtill, the' Jaws not be- 
ing 2zzled, it will Bite terribly.) but then ( ©:: the 

D 
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Other (ide ) the Power of Relieving his Wents reſts in 
the Commons, to Balance his Fill, and induce him to a 
Correſpondence with Parliaments. 


THAT his Perſon ſhould. beSered,is moſt Needful, to 
avoid Circalation of Accounts ; Reaſonable, ſince it car- 
ries with -it the Conſent of Nations; Juff, that he be- 
come not the meer £utt of FaFion, and Malice, and be 
in a worſe Condition then the Baſeſt of Vaſſals 3 Honou- 
rable, that the Nakedneſs of Government be not daily 
Uncover'd ; Wiſe, in- the Conſtitution, that ſo we may 
not (at once) both Traſt, and Provoke, by forcing him 
to ſhift for his Own Indempnity ; no danger to the Pub- 
lique (ceming fo Extreme, as the Ontlawry of a Prince ; 
no Task {by daily Experience) (o difficult, as the /4r- 
raigning of any Power, whether Regal or Popular ; and 
if we make Golders Bridges for Flying Enemies, much 
more ſhould we afford them to Kelerting Sovereigns : 
(Upon which account, in-our Neighbour K7zgdow of 
France, even Princes of the Bloud are not ſubjected to 
Capital Puniſhments. )—Finally, very Safe it is in the 
Conſequence ; for ſhould a __ be nexer ſo wicked 
and Tyrannical, yet being (by the Danger rhreatning 
his Corrupt Miniſters) ſtript of Agents, his Perſonal Im- 
punity might ſfignifie ſomething to Himſelf, perhaps, but 
nothing to the People, 


A Revenue he has, for the ſupport of his ſtate and 
Family, Ample; for the Ordinary Frotcion of his Peo- 
ple, Sufficient ; but for any conſiderable Undertaking, 
Deſerve; and for Publique Oppreſſton lo ?nconſtderable, 
that when Prerogative was molt Xampant, our Greateſt 
Princes (and ſome doubtleſs we have had, the moſt Re» 
nowned //arriours of their Age) would never, prudent- 

ly, 
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ly, aſpire to make themſelves 4b/olute. The Royal Re- 
venue is proportioned to the Maintenance of Courts, not 
Camps, and Fleets : In fine, it is very Competent for Or- 
dinary Disburſements, and as for Extraordinary he re- 
ſorts to Parliaments; the Wiſer He, and the Happier 
We! Now there is nothing more Demon{trative, | 
that upon Examination, we may find the preſent Go- 
vernment to be ( compared with all the other Models 
ot the Late Times) a mighty Eaſe to the Publique 
Charge ; we allow'd the Tyrant Cromwell no leſs then a 
conſtant Reverxe of 1900000 L, to ſupport him in his 
Uſurpation 3 and yet That Sum (befide all his other in- 
tolerable —_— at the years end, clear'd not the 
Account by far. Under the Rump a great deal more 
was yearly Collected out of the Bowels of the People, 
to maintain the Army; and yet we could never be at 
quiet neither, but were perpetually embroyld in [Wars 
either Abroad or at Home, by our a&Five Spirits, ſome to 
feed their Ambition, others their Purſes : And ſuch a 
Spirit we read of, working in all Free-States, Antient 
and Modern, What ſhall we (ay now of the Expences 
of the Late King, (if examin'd by This Standard) 
whoſe Revenue itn Lands, Perquiſites, and Cuſtones, ex- 
ceeded not 700000 . a year; and -yet by the good 
management of that moſt Thrifty and Texeperate Prince, 
that petite Annuity furniſh'd a glorious Court, a Noble 
Equipage for the Honour of the Nation, and paid off a 
confiderable Fleet 3 which never was much improved 
afterwards by all our vaſt Payments, when we were (b 
unfortunate as to fall into Other hands. Nay and our 
preſent Charge is rather a Sport, then a Burthen, compa- 
red with Their Monthly Tax: 


TRUE it is,that white we live with'Mez, vwc ſhall be 
D3 ſubject 
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ſubjett to Thet which is the Effe@ of their Nature, Sir ; 


nor is it poſſible.to reap the more General Frait of the 
beſt Eſtabliſh'd Policy, unleſs we ſubmit to ſome poſſi- 
ble Inconveriences.. But yet Fdchie your Friexd, and all 
other P rojeFors of Commonwealths, to contrive greater 
Freedom tor their Citizens, then is provided by Magna 
Charta, and The Petition of Right ;, or ſhew that it is 
not much eafjer to: Violate, then to Mend them ; for 
Thereby, our Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates are, under 
Monarchy, ſecur'd and eſtabli{h'd ([ think ) as well as 
any thing, on this (ide 7/eaver, can be. It is no Sole- 
ciſm to ſay, that the Subjed has his Prerogative, as well 
as:the. King; and lure.l am, he is in as good condition 
to maintain.itz the Dependance being leſs on his ſide. 
Beſide. that no. Prince ever attempted any Violation 
thereof, but that, at / ovg Ran, he (uffer'd in that point 
of his 4 rerogative that Ict in the Opportunity. Hence it 


' is that the &7g/ts of the People have grown ſtronger 


and ſtronger againſt the Prizce, and ſometimes have 
hurried his Perſon to be a Sacrifice ; always, his Initru- 
ments 3 whereof tew, in our F/iftory, can we read, that, 
contriving againſt the /.aw, have died in peace. If, pol- 
fibly, Oze 7 rince. (as King Harry) by his Figh Spirit, 
ſwept all before him, yet his, afant Succeſſor is torc'd to 
make amends for his FathersVjelations : So that I iberty 
(we ſee )1s no.lols Sacred, then Majeſty; Noli me tan- 
ere being its \otto hkewiſe : And in caſe of any, the 
feaſt Tr fringement, ( as F ſcapes in Government may hap- 
pen, even jn.the moſt. perfe#,) it-1s reſented as if the 
Nation. had reccived a Box on the Fay. If it be (as they 
ſay) the Glory of 2 [ree-State, to Exalt; the frandal of 
Tranny, to F mbaſe our Spirits ; doubtleſs the Fſtab- 
lifſh'd I orm 18 our Only Commonwealth ; for all that we 
got by the Change of. it, was but the leatning quietly 
C + tO 
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to take the Baitinade. Nay, and at the very worſs that 
can be imagin'd, it is much more Zafie (were it [ aw- 
ful ) for us to diſpute our &ights with a ſingle TP wnce, 
and his Trewbling /gents ; then ( as It was our Caſe 
formerly ) with a [ot of Jdovereigns that are backt 
with the Sword. | 


WE are now again able to diftinguiſh C which we 
could never do under their Free-Eſtate, for all the fair 
Promiſes they made us the Legiſlative and the Mini- 
{terial Authority : Por tÞo' both of them are Inherent in 
the King, yet are-not both of them his own 'Peculiar 
and Perlonal Act. We know that the Flowſe of Commons 
has not the Power of a Comnrt-[ cet, to 'give an Oath, 
nor of a Juftice of the Feace, to make a Mittimys : And 
this Piſtinfion, doubtleſs, is the moſt Vital part of 
Freedom, and far more conſiderable to poor Jabjeds, 
then all theſe mens pretended Rotations ; as, on the con- 
trary, the abſolute 7#mbling and Confounding 'of them, 
is an Accompliſhment of $2rvztxde, for which all Repub- 
liques, I fear, ( and our late one more eſpecially ) have 
more to Anſwer, then any Limited Sovereign can have. 
And certain it is, that as our Prince, in his Perſonal Ca- 
pacity, makes no [ aws ;, loneither does he, by himſelf, 
Execute or Interpret any : No Judge takes notice of 
his fingle Command, to juſtifie any Treſpaſs 5 no not lo 
much as the breaking of a F'edg; his t oweris Circum- 
ſcribed by his 7zftice ; he is (equally with the -mean- 
e[t of his SubjeFs) concernd in that Foreſt Maxim ; 
We may do juſt ſo much, and no more, then we have Right 
to do. And it 1s tolerably enough ſaid, Fe can do no 
wrong, becauſe, if it be wroxg, he does it not; it is void 
in the A, and puniſbable in his Fgent. His Officers, 
as they are alike lyable, ſo perhaps they are more Ob- 
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noxious tO Indiftments and Sits, then any other ; by 

how much their Treſpaſs ſeems to be of a Higher Nature, 

and gives greater Alarm + His Private Will cannot 

hens anne Publique 3 His Privy Seal (till Buckles 

to his Great Seal, as being (in a ſenſe) the Nations, as 

much as His ; His Order Supercedes no Proceſs : and His 

Diſpleeſure threatens no man with an hours 7zypriſon- 

went,after the Return of HabeasCorpus : An Under-Sherif 
1s more Terrible, a Conſtable more Sawcy, a Bailiff more 

Troublefom, then He : And yet by his Gentle Authori- 
ty, by this Scabbard of a (as ſome in deriſion 
have lewdly Term'd it) which (if it Would ) Could Scarce 
Oppreſs an Orphan ; Tumults are Curb'd Fafion Mo- 
derated, Uſarpation Foreſtall'd, Jntervals prevented, 
Perpetuities Obviated , Equity Adminiſter'd, Clemency 
Exalted, and the People made Happy to a degree even 
of Satiety and Wantonneſs. 


TO Conclude this Poirt - What ſhail I add more ? 
The AZ enjoyning the Keepers of the Great Seat, un- 
der Pain of High Treaſon, to Summon a Triennial Par- 
hezent, of Courſe, by Virtue of the A&, without 
Further Warrant ; The 4 forbidding the Privy. Coun- 
ce] to intermeddle with Meum e& Tuum ; the Law abo- 
liſhing the Srar-Chamber, High-Commiſſion, &c. Bran- 
ding all Paſt, and Bridling all Future Enormities : The 
Statutes Juniting the Kings Claims, and relieving his 
Tenants fram Exaftion of Forfeitures ; Beſide many 

_ other principal To-mmnitiecs, wherewith (by: the Eſpe- 
cial Favour of God, and the Bounty of our Princes) 
we are £leſſed, far beyond any of our Neighbours : 
Abovea'l, our 4ſſurarce (by the Goodneſs and Clemen- 
cy of our prelent Dread Sovereign) readily to obtain 
luch further Addition and: Perfection of Liberty and Se- 


carity, 
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cnrity, (if any ſuch there can be) as may conſiſt with 
Modeſty and £:berty it ſelf, to ask : Does not all this 
Proclaim aloud, that we are the Mirrour of Govern- 
ments, Envy of Monarchies, and Shame of Common- 
wealths; who cannot but bluſh to ſee themſelves ſo 
Eclipſed and Silenc'd, in all their Pretences to Freedom ? 
And does it not more than juſtifie my A/ertion, that 
with all the Ornaments of the Nobleſt Kingdom, we 
have likewiſe all the Enjoyments of a Free-Eſtate ? 


$. 6. AFTER all theſe ſolid Bleſſings and Advan- 
tages, which we Reap from the molt Excellent of Go- 
vernments, and of Frinces ; the bare Fruition of the 
Tithe whereof, would be ſufficient to tranſport the Beſt 
to paſs of our Neighbour Nations into all the Cordialand 
Paſſionate Exprettions of Joy and Gratitude imagin- 
able: After all theſe Comforts (I ſay) a Body would 
think, there ſhould ſcarce be found one ſingle Mur- 
muring and Diſatte&ted Perſon in the whole Kingdom. 
And yet ſo hard is our Fate ;, our Hearts infeniible 3 
and (© Ingenious are we in ſtarting Fears and Jealow 
ſes 3 that a great part of us deprive our (elves. of the 
Enjoyment of all our preſent Felicities, through a too 
__ and Penſive Solicitation for Fxturities. Nay (o 
miſerably Hood-wink'd is onr Reaſon, that our Care» 
fulneſs to avoid miſcarryir.. .75n a Jeilla, hurries us 
Violently into the other & xtreme of {pitting upon a 
Charybdis: Fopery and Tyr enmy (we cry) are breaking 
in upon us like a Deluge ; the Preſumptive Heir is of the 
Re4- Letter Stamp : and therefore /another SeR of our 
P ſendo-proteſtants, apprehending the Dangey and the 
Impraicableneſs of a Commonwealth-Government here 
amongſt us, do hope to mend the matter mightily, by 


propounding the ſetting up ofa Jingle Perſon either of a 
Crack'd 
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Crackd Title, or of a New ze ; upon the death of his 


preſent Majeſty wittiout Legitimate Iſſue: Whom God 
preſerve. 


THERE is no man (ha'' >» more willing than my 
ſelf to grant that the Topiſh Religion (ifit may deſerve 
the Name ) is little better i; 17 a Compound of meer Se- 
cular IntereFt, Tyranny, Hypo :fe, Fomicide, and Delu- 
fron ; and that the very princz,'es of the Jeſuits do in- 
ſpirit and egg them on to the inflicting of all manner of 
Outragious Violences upon the Perſons of thoſe that en- 
Joy a. greater Light and Purity of the Goſpel then them- 
ſelves. But yet I muſt averr (on the other hand) that, 
fince through the peculiar Mercy and Providence of 
God, and the Indefatigable Inuftry and Vigilance of 
Authority ; all their Machinatio7s have hitherto been 
defeated,and their Conſpiracies both againſt our Church 
and State rendred Abortive; it will become us both as 
Men and Chriſtians, to temper our Paſſions, and to reſt 
ſatisfied with the fingular Care and Concern, that the Go- 
vernment vouchſates continually to expreſs both for our 
preſent and future ſafety and preſervation, in all Reſpetts. 
Full well I know,that nothing is of greater Concernment 
then the Security of that Religioz, which by the Bloud 
of ſo many bleſſed and Glorious Martyrs has (by Gods 
immediate bleſling) been fo firmly Eſtabliſh'd amongſt 
us. Butthen we are to take ſpecial heed that we lend 
not too eafie an Ear to ſuch as cry. up Religion, & deſign 
FaGion ; thatery out Zeal tor the Lord of Hoits, when 
they intend Self-Interef? ; to keep up a party; an Af- 
fefed wW4y ot to, be the Jpſe dixit of a County : Religi- 
0x has not at all proſper'd by undue praCtices to ad- 
vince it, * "Tis Meekneſs, Patience, Fumility, and thoſe 
Graces of the Spirit, that Convince and Convert 3 when 
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Rigidneſs, Cenſuring, and the Swgrd Fxaſperate and Far 
den. Has not Gods power, or truth, Evidence to fecure 
it (e]f? Let but the Goſpel have Free paſſage, and it will 
make its own ſtay : For all true-Proteſtarts do unani- 
mouſly dilown the Promotion of it by the Sword, as to- 
tally Vnchriſtian z, and bequeath it tothe Pope and the 
Turk.. Was not, now, the maintenance of our Funda- 
mental Laws the pretence of our late -_ 2 Found 
we not the Ipirit of the Nation rouz'd up, upon. the 
. ſound of the Trumpet ? Popery, way it not decry'd; and 

Religion, : Proteſtant Religion, judg'd to be in danger ? 
Were we not call'd out to.the Zattle upon the account 
of Zeal, with Curſe ye Meroz £ And yet under our Free 
Eſtate, (as they call'd it) our. Religion (fo much of it ef- 
pecially as could any way be.term'd. Proteſtant) turn'd 
into Wartonneſs 3,.and our Diviſians: became lo great, 
that we durſt not. ex#aſperate, by. advancing'ithat Jdo[ of 
the Presbyters, Diſcipline nar. indeed could we, if we' 
durſt ; tor the molt ave of our. Statiſts, (if they had 
any Religion at all) 'twas that of the SeFary, which they 
own'd as the main Ipporter of their Model, whoſe Jnte- 
reft it was to: give Licentionſneſs to all. As for I aws, 
thoſe which we ador'd for Exeellency and Antiquity,they 
were (by them) of neceſſity alter'd, in our Freedoms of 
Perſon and ESfate, wherein true Liberty is principally 
concern'd : .For when the Honſe of .Commons (or rather 
the Rump of it;) engrols'd the Soveraign Power,they both 
Impoſed Taxes, and Fevy'dthem, hy Tertue of a trifling 
Ordinance, which could never be done before, but by an 
Atof Parliament, (olemnly and regularly paſs'd by the 
King and the Three Eates : And having of Tribunes of 
the people, (as it were) and their Fulwark againſt Hie.) 
Payments and Imprefſures, demanded by the Fine, ad- 
vanc'd themſelves mto the degree of Prixces 5 they tok 
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upon them to a/ſefand impref# us at pleaſure z and we 
might complain as long as we would of the Feiterated 
Burthen ; but there was no remedy bnt Patience, becauſe 
no Appeal left us, themſelves being. both Parties and 
Judges. | 


- ] COUL Dheartily wiſh there were at preſent no more 
realon, to be apprehenſive of Popery coming amongſt us, 
then there was in thoſe days: But yet, let his Royal 
Fights Perſwaſion be what it will, this I'm ſure of, that 
Dr. Oates has depoſed upon Oath, that the Jeſuits were 
fo far from ſaying or atting, Indifferently, as to his Per- 
ſon, that in their Hel/iſþ Plot, they had mark'd him out 
allo for Slaughter, with his moſt Royal, moſt Protetant 

Brother. Now the late Marqueſs ot Argyle was wont to 
lay it down as a Przxciple in Policy, That it was the Cha- 
raFer of a wiſe man not tolet the World know what Religion 
he was of : But (tor my own part) I cannot in Charity but 
hope the bei? of a Perſon, (till I ſhall be convinc'd of 
the contrary, by more certain and poſitive Arguments, 
then any that I have yet been able to meet with) that 
has been ſo LeFard and Tutor d by our late Glorious 
Martyr, (as well asby Experience ) into aVeneration for, 
and a Perſeverance in that Pure, Reformed Religion, the 
Principles of which he ſuck'd in with his very Mzlk,and 
m Tefence of which his ever Bleſſed Father laid down 
his moſt precious / ife, upon a Scaffold. You may read 
1s words thus; © I do require you, (addreſſing to his 
* preſent Majeity) as your Father and your K7zg, that 
« Jou never ſuffer your Heart to receive the leaſt Check 
© againſt, or Diſ-affeFion from the True Religion eſt a- 

* blifh'd in the Church of England :1tell you I have try'd 

«jt, and after much | fs. and many Diſputes, have 

* cencluded it to be the bef? in the World, not only in 
« the 
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« the Community, as Chriſtian, but alſo in the ſpecial No- 
* tion, as Reformed ; keeping the middle way between 
* the Pomp of Superſtitions Tyranny, and the Meanneſs of 
*Phanteſtick Anarchy, &c. To this ſence, ſpake he, . 
when he had no wore to ſpeak. Nay, and (o zealoxs, 
this way, was our Ezgliſh Solomon, (the Duke's Grand- 
father) King James, that rather then any of his Progeny 
ſhould ever come to be tainted with the Errors and [do- 
latries of the Church of Rome, he made it his Prayer to 


Almighty God, that they might be taken out vf the 
World firſt. 


AS to the apprehenfions of Tyraxny, [ hope, by what 
[ have already deliver'd in the Body. of this Diſcourſe, it 
is evident, that there is'leſs ground to fear it, then many 
people might before imagine, for that it is next to an Im:- 
poſſibility to introduce it. And, upon probable grounds, 
I perſwade my (elf, that ſhould the Duke ever have the 
occaſion ofter'd, yet would he be wiſer then to make try- 
al of the Experiment, knowing ſo well as he muſt needs 
do, that ſhould the Frgliſh Liberties be violated in the 
example but of any one ſingle Perſor, the whole Nation 
would take it ſelf to be concern'd upon that account,ap- 
prehend it ſelf ready for the Fetters, and, thereby, what 
with Fear, what with Fate,ſuch a Storm would be rais'd, 
as might ſhake the ſureſt Foundations of the Govern- 
ment ; and fo very much has Majeſty already felt by the 
Fury of the People, that it will be chary (doubtle(s) of 
giving occaſion to encounter it again. 


BLIT 'tis farther Obje&ed (it ſeems) that there 1s a 
VindiGive and TImplacable Spirit m the Caſe. Now this 
is moſt manifelt (indeed) that there have been Provocati- 
ons to the height ; but ſhall we therefore continue ro pro- 
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oke, becauſc-we have begun 2 'Tisa Rule (you know ) 
that he that does wrong, never: forgives, but he that has 
wrong. my ne Intereſt of Revenge 1s. paſtionate, but 
the tnecrelt of Profit ariſes from a aſſuoxt that prevails 
moic.z and he is very weak, that antepoles Kumour and 
Rain Paſſion, when it {tands in Competition with his Safe- 
y. . Lo ipeak home, [mtereſt rulcs the, whole World'; and 
8 others, delign more the (ccurity of their own 
Greatneſs, then aipetty Kevenge that may hazard it : But 
for this. ſearch we the / xperzences of ,paſt Ages. I'enry 
the Creat of Trance, was lo fat from puniſhing any ofthe 
holy Leagne, that Jabour'd, by all meanspoſþble, to keep 
him fiom his /tight, and. to wurtheri.bim, that: (on_the 
402{rary) ke jmploy'd thoſe yery Perſons: thatgywere his 
warn (, ppoſites, 10, bis Zrmies,..in his Offices, and in_ his 
Conuccls., And what ſhall we ſay of King Jemes,whotent 
Meſſages, made Vows,menac'd Revenge, and all to prevent 
that.. tatal Srrgke-from falling. upon his Mother, ( the 
_Queen of Sccts) under Queen Eliz..but to no effect. Ob- 
ferve the Iu now z Shortly (: Fiz. dies, and thote 
.very. / ords that atted perſanally in the Mothers Death, 
Were the molt forward to .coxrt the Sor to the Crown, 
and. he became eſtabhiſh'd with all Prerogatives incident 
to the Fnglifh Scepter. What? Adts he 1g the way of Re- 
wenge - Nv 30G, like a wiſe Prixce, feeling the Warmth of 
tf Tic a (4imate, is (o paſſionate tg; confirm his own 
Greatneſ;,that he not only forgets the Injury of his Ao- 
tler, out manages his great Afairs bythe hangs otthole 
very Perlons that were Contrivers of K 5 y<t through 
- Eer Blond did he derive his Title ! Nor do we read of 
one of th<le Nobles, or their :/f/xe, that ſufter'd Diming- 
tion, by any Relentment, upon that..account. His wiſs. 
Father allo, that had been bcaten into the knowledge \ 
of the Zngliſh Spirit, wines thus: *Let no Pattion, (my 
| | * $0N ) 
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<«Son) betray yon to any [tudy of Reverge upon Thoſe' 
* whoſe Own Sin and Folly will ſufficiently Puniſh 
« theu, in duc T ime : Be confident that moſt of all-:$zzles 
« that have done 47/ſs, have done (o, not out of My- 
« lice, but Miſ-information, or 1 if-apprehenffon ''of 
« Things. None wil] be more / oyal to A-e or Zox, then 
«thoſe Subjects. who, ſenſible of Their I rrors, and Our 
* Tajuries, will tee), in their own Conls, muſt Vehement 
© Noticns 10 Kepentance, and carneſt Defires to make 
« ſome Feparations for their former Teſcds, @&c. The 
like fatd he at his { at Four. But what do we 'Noubt 
or Zifgruſt * Viay we not have a Proteſtant Parliument 
upon al F xigencies 5 and the diſpoſal of Communds 
and Offices ſecure to us-for a Tre, in caſe of His Maje- 
ſties deceaſe ? Have we nota Proteſtant 'Councel, * a 
Proteſtant Militia, a Proteftant Clergy, and a \Proteftant 
People 3 what can we (1m realon) delire more? 
\\ 4 YRS Lo.kk 
&. 7. AS to the Project of ereCtinga (rack?! Titte;or:a 
Single Perſon of another { ine; ( over and abbve'the 
Heinouſneſs anc [mpicty of the Propoſition , and to 
wave tedious Canvaſſings) That mult _unqueſtionaBly 
be the moſt Deſperate of all other Xemedzes, and 1nh- 
nitely worſe then the 72i/eaſe it (elf : For Thereby 'we 
ſhould ſer on Foot a perſo»al Quarrel ; and (atthe Loxg 
Run) beyond meaſure Dilgult the Spirits of this Glene- 
rows People, in that they will then. be SubjeFed-tothar 
Equal; who, to retain his Uſarpation; will be forc'd to 
repeat and accumulate thoſe Vzolences, whereof we ha 
moſt woful Experience under the 0/4 ProteFor : Other- 
wiſe, he will ſoon be made the Cbje# ot our Contempt 3 
as was his Jr, with his Fafie and Gextle way of Adding; 
and his Name be uſed only as a Cloak: to cover the 
Avarice, and Exorbitances of a Ravenous Fa Gion, Nor 
can 
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can This Proje& preventa Relapſe into our fotmer Cala- 
mities; becauſe our Fears will ever be Great and Cor- 
tinual, and, conſequently, our Charge proportion ible. In 
a word, all the Evils and Miſeries that were brought 
upon us by the Army, the Xump, and by all other Ar- 
chite&s of our Slavery in the Þ ate Times, will certainly 
be found Tolerable ; compared with the Probable , 
and Genuine Feds of ſuch a Deſperate and Un- 
chriftian Proceeding. 


$.8. YOU will not expect from me, (I'm (ure, Sir ) 
that I ſhould ſo acquit my (elf of every ObjeFion, as to 
leave all men ſatisfy'd ; eſpecially ſuch as carry a Byaf 
of Preferment, Profit, or Fa&ion ; Men that have in De- 
ſign Exorbitances of Power, or Il ealth, will hardly, with 
Arguments, be reclaimed : And ſome there arc (I know) 
that have ſo long poſleſs'd their Feads with ſtrong No- 
tions, that they are not capable to take in Reaſon, 
againſt them 3 and thereupon, run on [rantique in Er- 
ror, till there be a Rotation in their Brains : Such there 
are, that, with Confidence, fo oftcn have told a Lye, 
that, at length, themſclves belizvec it to be a Truth : But 
we ſhall be too wii: ( I'm (ure, ſhould ever that day 
come) to preferr the /ztereſt or Hilfulnefs of a Few, to 
the Safety and Welfare of the Whole. I ſhall not deny, 
yet, that it is eaſter to demonſtrate what z2ay be Evil, 
then poſitively to aſſert what wil/ be Good + but how- 
ever, comparing 7imes with Things, (as is above repre- 
ſented) I doubt not to Evidence, that to keep where we 
are, and to be contented with our 7 ot, is a Courſe much 
rather to be embrac'd, as that which, in great Probabi- 
lity, may be Good 5, then, by puſhing at /ncertainties, to 
pull down molt lIamentable C onfufions and Deſolations 
upon our own Heads, which certainly will be Evil 
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I therefore ever was, and (till am of opinion, that it 1s 
both our Jztereſt and our Duty to embrace , with 
Oper Arms, the ample, generous Offers of his moſt 
Gracious Majeſty, 11 order to Proviſions for our future 
Jecurity, in point of Freedom and Religion : As for the 
Ret, let us but have our Good Old Þ aws duly put in 
Execution; and then (by Gods aftiſtance) we ſhall be 
in a (Capacity to Dehie the Pope, the Dev, and all their 
Works, come what will come. 


$ 9. Thus, Sir, have I run through the ſeveral Heads 
that you were pleaſed to propound, I have, in the Firſt 
place, given you my Reaſons why I conceive the Pro- 
ject of Fixing a Free-Eftate, ( as your Friend thinks 
fit to term it) here amongſt us, would be utterly Im- 
praFicable ;, I have. in the #-xt place, preſented you 
with a Sammary of thole Miſchiefs and DiſtraTions, 
which were the Conſequents of a Like Attempt, from 
1640. to 1660. In the Third place, you find the Natu- 
ral Bent and Inclination of the People to Monarchy, ex- 
cluſively of any other Form of Regiment whatſoever, 
fully demonſtrated ; the Royal Prerogative Anatomiz'ds 
and an Account of thoſe great Immmunities, Bleſſangs, 
and Priviledges which the F-zgliſh do at this day enjoy 
under the preſent Government Eſtabliſh'd, both Eccle- 


faftical and Gvil, peculiarly, and above any other 


People or Nation in the known World. The Forrth, rips 
up the Ground of our Fears and Fealouſies of Popery 
and Arbitrary Power flowing in upon us, ſhould the 
Duke of Tork, ever come to Sway the Engliſh Secepter ; 
and furniſhes Arguments for the moderating and leflen- 
ing our Apprehenfions as to the One, and-for the pro- 
ving the almoſt Jmpoſſebility of Effetting the Other, were 
there never ſo great a Will and Diſpoſition that way, 
In 
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In the Fifth. place, you. have repreſented the Danger 
and Jmpiety, of EreCting a. Crackt Title, or a Single Per- 
ſon of a New Line; together with. the probable Cala- 
*mitous Efe&s that would inevitably enſue upon ſuch 
an Attempt. And Laſily, I have preſum'd to offer my 
own_ Expedient, in retercnce to the Security of our Fe- 
ligion and I reedoms, tor the Preſent and for the Future. 
Upon the [/ hole Matte, if, by what | have written, I 
be ſo fortunate as to make your Friend a Convert, 'twill 
be an Infinite Satisfaction to me +; becauſe, thereby I 
may hope to ſave a Soul; bur, at the worſt, 1 may ſay 
with the Text, that 1 ſba// hide a mnlliizd: of Sins. Now 
ſhould 1 frame twenty # xcuſes to yuu tor the Length, 
the Inequality, the Inſufficiency, the {:coherence, the 
Freedom, the Extravagant Rovings and Tmpertinencies, 
the Unskiltul Management, nay and tor the Boldneſs 
and Preſumption of this Diſcourſe : But I have neither 
Will nor Leiſure to 77ifie at ſuch a rate. I am conſcious 
to my ſelf (no man more) of my great want of Abili- 
ties requiſite for an Vzdertaking of ſuch Weight and 
Importance ; only I was reſolv'd to let you” ſee, thatno. 
Conſiderations whatſoever were of force ( with me) ta, 
withſtand the Authority of your Commands. I have un-_ 
boſom'd my ſelf to, you, Sir, (under the proteQion of a. 
Private Letter) with all the Frankne(s, and Simplicity , 
imaginable ; not doubting but you will make, ſach-uſey 
of it, as may not redound to the Diſadvantage of,- : 
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Sir, { 
\ 
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Tour mojt Obedient Servant. 


